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Welcome back to all our Jessie Beck students, 
parents, and staff.  Summer break was short but 
sweet, and we look forward to another great school 
year.  We are excited to work with our new 
principal, Ruth Williams.  I personally want to thank 
all the board members who have left and welcome 
our new board members to the Jessie Beck PFA.   
Our PFA mission statement is to enhance and 
enrich the educational experiences of the students.  
We do this by raising funds to help support our 
amazing art program, the library, P.E. and 
computer teachers, science supplies, and 
innovative technology for the classrooms.  We also 
give money back to the classrooms and grade 
levels to help teachers with needed supplies. 
 
We want to encourage all our Jessie Beck families 
to get involved.  How? 

1. If you haven’t signed up for PFA, it’s never 
too late!  Forms are in the office and $15 
signs up the entire family. 

2. Participate in the fundraisers, and if you are 
able, volunteer to be on one of our 
committees. 

3. Come to our general meetings, held only 5 
times a year and give input on how we can 
better support our teachers and students.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
Jog-a-Thon – September 20th 
PFA General Meeting- Sept. 24th- 8:15AM in the 
library (all parents and staff are invited… children 
are welcome, too).  Our annual budget will be 
approved.     
32nd Annual Scarecrow Contest- Oct. 4th  3pm 

Thank you to all who came to our welcome back 
breakfast.  It was another big success.  Thank 
you for helping to support and participate in our 
wonderful PFA program.  By doing so you are 
helping to enhance and enrich the educational 
experiences of our students.   
Sincerely, 
Francine Norton 
PFA President 

Time to clean out your garage!  The sixth 
grade students at Jessie Beck are 
organizing a ball drive for our school.  We 
need more balls for recess and PE.  Please 
help us collect new or used balls.  We need 
soccer balls, volleyballs, basketballs, rubber 
balls and Nerf balls. Please bring your 
donations to the box in the 
lunchroom.  Thank you for your donations!	  

 
 

 

BALL  

DRIVE 
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From the Principal Art to Grow 
 

 
Principal’s Pen 
By Ruth Williams- 

 
I have really  

enjoyed spending time  
getting to know everyone  
at Jessie Beck.  Nice blend  
of longstanding tradition, while 
 embracing the latest technology and 
implementing the Common Core State 
Standards.  Staff and Parents collaborate so 
well together.  PFA is extremely supportive.   

Obviously, in the last couple of weeks, 
the air quality has been a challenge for 
everyone.  Whenever possible, we have sent 
students outside for recess.  Our sensitive 
groups of students that might suffer from 
asthma or other respiratory concerns are 
closely monitored or kept inside.  We are getting 
fifth and sixth graders involved in Flag Football 
every day at Lunch recess.   It’s fun to watch 
both boys and girls get involved in organized 
intramural activity.  

I need everybody’s assistance with the 
following: 1) Please help me remind students 
that we need to walk bikes and scooters on 
campus (not ride them) before and after school. 
2) Please keep dogs on the periphery of the 
campus. In other words, not in and among the 
children, before and after school.  It becomes a 
liability for the owner and the school. 3) Please 
do not leave your car running when you dash 
into the school.  If the emergency break fails or 
a child takes it out of park, it can become a 
hazard pretty fast. 

	   
Hello & Welcome Back Jessie Beck Families! 
You are personally invited to get involved with 
our Art to Grow program. Our program 
encompasses all that Art is and does for our 
children while attending elementary school. 
Art to Grow follows along with the leaps and 
bounds your child will take over the coming 
years; growing right along with them. The goal 
of our art program is to provide a positive 
learning experience for students of all skill 
levels to participate in the amazing world of 
art.  
Art develops & provides: 
◦ Creativity 
◦ Knowledge of Artists 
◦ Principle Elements of Art 
◦ Confidence & Patience 
◦ Dexterity Skills 
◦ Empathy & Social Awareness 
◦ Communication Skills 
◦ Conceptual & Problem Solving Skills 
◦ And it’s FUN! 
 
Our program is designed to assist both the art 
volunteer and teacher with a variety of 
curriculum and materials for ideas, training 
and lesson plans. Training provided is 
designed to teach and inspire both the new 
and experienced art volunteer and assist them 
with the tools needed for classroom instruction 
and application. 
 
Get involved! You don't need an art 
background or even know how to hold a 
crayon. If you are interested in becoming an 
art volunteer, please attend our workshop.  
Art Orientation Workshop (complete with a 
hands-on demonstration) 
Wednesday, September 11th 
2:30 – 3:45pm in Room B7 
Please RSVP to robinheywood@sbcglobal.net 
if you can attend. If you are unable to attend 
but want to participate, please contact me. 
~	  Robin	  Heywood,	  Jessie	  Beck	  Art	  Coordinator 
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 *Save-Mart S.H.A.R.E.S. program: These cards are 
ready to use and don’t require any registration. Simply 
hand your card to the cashier each time you are paying for 
your goods and 3% of most all purchases will get donated 
back to our PFA.  

*Raley’s Q-card (Quality of Life Program): Between 1%   
and 4% of monthly purchases by registered Q-card holder 
are  donated back to the school. Simply have the cashier 
scan your  card before paying for your groceries.  Cards 
must be registered online prior  to using them. To activate a 
card, go  online at www.raleys.com then click   on the 
“About Us” menu on the top  of the screen. In the next 
screen, click on the orange “Quality of Life Card” link and 
follow the directions to activate your card. The Q-Card is 
also good at Food Source stores. 

*Both of these cards can be picked up from Lanny in the 
school office! 

iGive.com: Visit iGive.com and set up an account, then 
start your shopping at over 800+ sites and a percentage of 
the money you spend will automatically be donated to 
Jessie Beck PFA. It’s super easy! Use iGive.com every 
time you shop online. 

Box Tops for Education: Look for the little rectangle on 
participating products. Each one is worth 5-10 cents for 
the school – if everyone collected them, it would amount in 
a significant benefit to Jessie Beck. Cut them out, collect 
them and bring them to the collection box located in the 
library. 

Labels for Education: Clip the UPC code with “Labels for 
Education” on Campbell soups, V8, Dannon, Glad, 
Emerald Nuts and more, collect them and put into the 
collection box in the library. Each label earns points that 
can be used towards supplies for the school. 

Ink cartridges: Drop off your old printer ink cartridges in 
the big box by the front door of the multi-purpose room. 
The school gets money, and it’s Earth-friendly! 

Target’s Take charge of Education program: This 
requires that you shop with one of their three “REDcards.”  
Target donates 1% of your purchases at Target and 1/2% 
of your purchases outside of Target to the school of your 
choice. If you have a Target RedCard, please designate 
Jessie Beck Elementary to receive the benefits. To do so, 
visit http://target.com/tcoe. You can then enter your card 
number and choose Jessie Beck Elementary. 

FREE Money for Our School 

Washoe County Commission to Vote on 
School Maintenance Fund 
Currently, the Washoe County School 
District is the only district in the state to not 
have a dedicated stream of funding to 
maintain schools.  Some counties have up 
to three sources and have for many years.  
The Washoe County Commission will be 
reviewing and putting to vote on a ¼ 
percent sales tax and 5 cents per $100 on 
assessed property value.  The result will 
provide $20 million or about $8 per month 
per household.  There is grave concern 
among district officials that without this 
funding, money will need to be taken from 
operating funds (classroom funds) to pay 
for items such as new boilers, roofs and 
repairs in our aging school facilities.   
Groups such as Parent Leaders for 
Education, EDAWN, the Reno-Sparks 
Chamber of Commerce, the Washoe 
County Board of Realtors and Associated 
General Contractors have endorsed the 
proposal.   
For more information on this issue or how 
to contact commissioners, please go to the 
Parent Leaders for Education Web site.  
www.educationpriorty1.org or call Caryn 
Swobe, PFA public relations and 
government affairs subcommittee chair at 
771-1612, caryn@swobestrategies.com. 

A Chance to Vote 
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Dates to Remember 
Sept. 9 .............. Fall Pictures (9:30-12:00) 
Sept. 9 .............. El Adobe Night 
Sept. 10 ............ Skate Night (5:30-7:30) 
Sept. 11 ………Art Orientation Workshop (2:15) 
Sept. 20……….Jog-A-Thon 
Sept. 23 ……    775 Gastropub Night 
Sept. 24 ............ PFA Meeting (8:15 am) 
Oct. 4 ............... Scarecrow Contest 
Oct. 7…………. El Adobe Night 
Oct. 8…………..End of Grading Period 
Oct. 14-18 ……..Fall Break! No School 
Oct. 21 ............. 775 Gastropub Night 
Oct. 22 ............. Fall Picture Make-up 
Oct. 25 ............. Nevada Day - No School 

Early Release - Every Wednesday at 2:15 

Paper Opt-Out 
If you would rather receive "The 
Bear Facts" via email than paper 
copy, please follow these simple 
directions: Send an e-mail to 
beckpfa@gmail.com and put "opt-out of 
paper newsletter" in the subject line. In the 
body of the e-mail, include your name, your 
child(s) name and their teacher. Opting-out is a great way to 
save on paper and printing costs. Thank you.  

~ Jessie Beck PFA 
 

Jessie Beck Elementary School 

1900 Sharon Way, Reno, NV 89509 
Phone: 689-2520   Fax: 689-2598 

www.washoecountyschools.org/beck 
Absence Line: 689-2520 
Principal: Ruth Williams 

email: rwilliams@washoeschools.net 
Secretary: Marianne Norwich 

email: mnorwich@washoe.k12.nv.us 

Jog-a-thon 
NEWS FLASH 
Get out your running shoes. Jesse Beck’s annual 
jog-a-thon is just around the corner. Mark your 
calendars for Friday, Sept. 20th. Great prizes!  
Look for 
sponsor 
envelopes 
and more 
information  
to come home  
very soon! 

 
 Scarecrow Festival 

The 32nd Annual Sensational Scarecrow Contest 
is fast approaching. It will be held on Friday, 
October 4th, 2013 from 3-6 pm. This is a family 
and community event open to 
everyone! 
This is the time to start 
planning your scarecrow. Build it 
alone, with friends or what 
about a family - built scarecrow? 
Watch for all the information 
coming home in your child’s 
folder. Packets will include 
scarecrow entry form, and raffle 
tickets. The deadline for Scarecrow  
t-shirts is September 13th.The design is great 
and only $8.00. 
VOLUNTEERS! 
Many volunteers are needed for the Scarecrow 
Contest. Volunteers are needed for ticket 
selling, carnival games, food, set-up, and clean-
up to name a few. Please e-mail Elona Skadberg 
at elonawave@gmail.com or Lanny Hershenow at 
lhershenow@washoeschools.net to sign up. The 
Scarecrow Bakeshop needs bakers, frosters 
and bakeshop volunteers. Sign-up sheets are in 
the library where you can pick up your cookie 
cutter. We appreciate all the help we can get.  


