The Bear Facts

MARCH 2019

a publication of the jessie beck parent faculty association

march
2019

PFA NE WS
Fund the Arts 2019 is next week! The PFA’s biggest
annual fundraiser and altogether fabulous event.

Can you believe it?  Fund the Arts is one week away,

Come marvel at the gorgeous collaborative art pieces

Friday, March 15th, 6:00 pm at the Atlantis
Hotel & Casino in the Grand Ballroom.

our children have created, and of course, shop for the
cause! And in the meantime, many of the pieces are on
display in the library so you can get a sneak preview.

Join us as we celebrate sixty years of Jessie Beck!
The evening will include dinner, libations, silent & live
auctions and dancing! Do you have your tickets?

We are pleased to announce that WCSD School

If not, buy them through the Fund the Arts website,

Board Vice-President and Jessie Beck parent,

JBFundtheArts.com

Malena Raymond, will host an information session
on the district’s budget at 5:00pm Thursday, March 14
in the school library. Everyone is welcome.
It’s PFA election time again. The election slate for the
2019-2020 school year will be announced via our
PFA website (www.jessiebeckpfa.com) next week.
Voting will take place at 8:15am on Tuesday April 16th
in the school library at the last regularly scheduled
PFA General Meeting of the year. We will also be
voting on revisions to our PFA by-laws at that meeting.
Have a happy March!

Purchase tickets by March 14th to take advantage of
early bird pricing. Not only will you save $10 on the
event day price, but you’ll breeze right by the ticket
purchase line and come to check-in.
In addition to the new venue this year, we are going
with mobile bidding. The silent auction will go live on
Friday, March 8th! This mobile platform allows you to
bid on items even if you cannot attend the event!
Sign up for your bidder number through
JBFundtheArts.com. (You will need a bidder number
for both the Silent and Live Auctions.)

Nancy and Jill
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the Principal’s pen
Happy March to all of our Jessie Beck Families!
I am looking very forward to our biggest fundraiser of the year at the Atlantis for our Fund the Arts event on Friday,
March 15th at 6:00 P.M. I know this will be a wonderful night and I look forward to seeing the amazing artwork that
our students have been working so hard on! Thank you in advance to our Fund the Arts committee, our corporate
sponsorships, our silent auction donations items, and to our staff members who have donated their time and great
items as well. A very special thank you goes out to all of our Art Volunteers and to Robin Heywood for her endless
hours of hard work with our staff, students and volunteers.
I also wanted to say thank you to Lanny Hershenow, who has retired after 55 years with the Washoe County School
District! She started her career out as the Librarian at Jessie Beck and after her 1st retirement came back as a
dedicated volunteer for our students and families. Over the years, she has been instrumental in organizing so many
of our wonderful traditional events at Jessie Beck. She will truly be missed! THANK YOU Lanny for everything you
have done for our school!
Spring SBAC testing is coming up in April for grades 3rd-6th. Testing will be April 15thth-May 17th. We will be
concurrently MAP testing May 6th-May 31st. For more information and resources for students and parents,
please access the District Website under Assessment. Some commonly asked questions are shared below:
Better Information for Teachers and Parents
Teachers can check students’ progress throughout the year, and end-of-year tests measure what students know
and how much they have improved.
Customized to Each Student
Using computer adaptive technology, tests are customized to every student. When a student answers correctly,
the next question will be harder, and a wrong answer will lead to an easier question. This format lets students show
what they know.
Accessible to All Students
All students, including students with disabilities and English language learners take the test. Extra features allow
all students to demonstrate what they know.
Relevant for Life after High School
Students take the test online and must research, write, and solve problems. These questions measure the critical
thinking skills students need for middle school, high school, college and careers and the critical thinking skills they
have been learning throughout the year.
Useful for Improving Teaching
Summative testing helps inform teachers’ instruction by identifying where students need more support.
Teachers also have access to a digital library of resources to help improve their instruction and meet students’
individual needs.
Lastly, our Soccer Season is under way! Our first soccer game will be on March 1st and the season runs through the
end of May. Last year our team went to the Championship Game! We look to go get to the Championship again this
year! Go Bears!!
Ms. Lane
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Counselor’s Comments
Hello Beck families!
In March, I will be teaching Sexuality Health and Responsibility Education, or SHARE, to 4th, 5th, and 6th graders.
SHARE includes a variety of lessons around body systems, diseases, peer pressure, values, and puberty. If you
have any questions or concerns about SHARE, the WCSD website is a wealth of information and includes all of the
lessons and PowerPoints that I use to teach SHARE. Please look at the materials at https://www.washoeschools.
net/Page/10550 and call me if you would like to speak further about SHARE! This year, the District prompted
parents to give permission for SHARE as part of the 2018-2019 school year registration process. I sent home paper
permission slips for students who were not approved for SHARE in Infinite Campus. Please return the permission
slip or contact your child’s teacher or me if you do not want your child to participate in SHARE.
I also wanted everyone to know that in February we raised more than $3,800 for the Lymphoma and Leukemia
Society (LLS). I am in awe of the efforts of students, parents and teachers for this fundraiser. It was an absolute
success for an organization that is near and dear to my heart and perhaps significant to many of you as well. Thank
you so much for supporting LLS! Ms. Fernandez’s class was the top earning class, raising $634.60! Ms. Fernandez’s
class will receive a pizza party, and each class will receive a certificate reflecting the amount raised by the class.
Finally, we have so many lost and found items that we would like to reunite with their owners. We will place lost
and found items out in the cafeteria or on the outside tables during the 2:00pm recess on the last Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday of the month. Items that remain on Friday afternoon will then be placed in the green Big
Brothers Big Sisters bin in our parking lot. You are more than welcome to come down to the school anytime or
particularly those last days of the month to retrieve any of your child’s lost items. The lost and found box is located
outside of our Art Room. You can contact Big Brother Big Sisters at 826-2122 to inquire about items are not claimed
and subsequently placed in the bin. Additionally, Jessie Beck does receive a small reimbursement for all items
donated in the Big Brothers Big Sisters bin. Please consider donating your unneeded clothes and household items to
benefit students at Jessie Beck!
Thanks so much,
My best,
Robyn Davis, Counselor
Jessie Beck Elementary School
redavis@washoeschools.net
(775) 689-2502 x3
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Wonderful World of Art
Your students have just completed a very special journey
through collaborative art and are now ready to show
you what they have accomplished TOGETHER. Each
class has created a one-of-a-kind masterpiece that
will be auctioned at our big event; FUNd the ARTs. This
year’s art work has once again broken new boundaries
experimenting with new mediums, methods and concepts
such as silk screening, macramé’, paper sculpture and
flower press just to name a few. In addition to learning
about community, nature, fire ecology, perspective, color
theory, artists, and art movements; your students learned
how to use their imaginations, acquiring new skills,
use new tools and materials, share with one another,
encourage, practice patience, problem solve and have fun
in the process. The pride and ownership in their shared
accomplishment is a wonderful reflection of the heart of
Jessie Beck.
The collaborative process is not an easy one. It requires
patience, problem solving and confidence to take a leap.
These works of art would not come to life without the
inspiration, leadership and true pioneering of our amazing
staff and volunteer art instructors. Special thanks go to all
those involved!
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for May 8th for our
annual strolling art show. Always a crowd pleaser for
family and friends to enjoy the lunch on the green while
taking in the arts at Jessie Beck.
It’s never too late to get involved. Free creative handson therapy combined with rock star status is only the
beginning to the fun you can have teaching art at
Jessie Beck.
All my best,
Robin Heywood
Jessie Beck Art Coordinator

Hello there from
theHospitality Crew
With Spring Break just around the corner we’re hopeful
that some Spring sunshine is on it way too! Speaking of
sunshine, looking for a little way to spread some cheer to
a fabulous Jessie Beck staff member? We have compiled
a binder with all of our staff members favorite things
conveniently listed! Please feel free to stop by the office
and flip through the binder located in the pockets above
the volunteer sign in sheet. You are sure to find just the
right treat to brighten a staff member’s day in a special
way that shouts, “Thank You!”
The Hospitality Crew will also be shouting “Thank You!”
to our staff in May for Teacher Appreciation Week.
If you are interested in helping cook up something tasty
for the week of May 6-10, or have any ideas on how we
can show our gratitude please email Jenn Ferguson at
starnine@gmail.com.

Dates to Note
Jessie Beck Night at Napa Sonoma Plumgate
3rd Thursday of each month.

Natalia’s El Adobe Night
4:00-8:00 pm 1st Tuesday of each month.

Upcoming Music Concerts mark your Calendar
1st Grade Concert - Thursday - 3/21 @ 2:15
4th Grade Spring Concert - Friday - 5/24 @ 2:15
5th Grade Spring Concert - Thursday - 5/23 @ 2:15
6th Grade Concert - Wednesday - 5/29 10:30 - 11:30

Fund the Arts at the Atlantis Hotel & Casino
Friday, March 15th @ 6:00 pm

Jessie Beck PFA General Meeting Schedule
(All meetings start at 8:15 am in the Library)

Tuesday - April 16th - ELECTION
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Dual Language Advisory Council
Calling all incoming Kindergarten Families!
Come to an informational meeting on Jessie Beck’s
Dual Language Program, including research behind dual
language, answers to questions and concerns regarding
bilingual education, an introduction to the teachers of the
program, and testimonials from current families.
March 14 at 5:30-6:30 pm
Room A1, Jessie Beck Elementary
Open to all Jessie Beck zoned families, regardless
of whether your child speaks English, Spanish, or is
multilingual! Sorry, Jessie Beck is not accepting new
variances at this time.
Llamando a todos las familias de kinder!
Vengan a una reunión informal sobre el programa lenguaje
dual de Jessie Beck que incluye los estudios apoyando
el programa lenguaje dual, respuestas informativas a
preguntas sobre educación bilingüe, introducción a los
maestros de el programa y testimonios de las familias
actuales.

When should my child
stay home sick?
The health professionals at the Washoe County School
District’s Student Health Services Department are
dedicated to keeping students healthy and learning-ready.
With 63,000 students and more than 7,000 staff members
spending time at Washoe County schools each day,
keeping the school environment safe and healthy can be
quite a challenge. There are always germs being passed
around from person to person, in the classroom, the
cafeteria, on the bus, and every other area of the campus.
We can’t eliminate germs entirely, but by working together
with parents and families, we can reduce the spread of
illness, improve attendance, increase graduation rates,
and give each student the best opportunity to become a
successful and healthy adult.

Your child should stay home from school if she/he:
• Has an undiagnosed skin rash
• Has purulent drainage from eyes, nose, or ears

14 de marzo - 5:30pm-6:30pm

• Appears mildly ill and is unable to participated in normal
school activities

Habitación A1 Jessie Beck Elementary

• Needs more care than can be provided by school staff

Abierto a todas familias zonificado para Jessie Beck,
independiente si su hijo habla ingles, español o es multi
lenguaje. Lo siento Jessie Beck no esta aceptando nuevas
variaciones en este momento.

• Has an undiagnosed fever of 100.4 degrees or higher,
vomiting, or diarrhea

Happenings

“What’s happening in the library?

This month in the librar y we are celebrating all
things Dr. Seuss. March 2nd is what would have
been Dr. Seuss’ 115th birthday! Please stop into
the librar y to see our salute to Dr. Seuss board!
Read Across America Week is March 4th-8th.
Guest readers from all over the community
are coming to Jessie Beck to read to students.
There will also be fun dress up days (see the librar y
or your child’s teacher for more information) and
a classroom door decorating contest with the
winning class being awarded a pizza party!!
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When can my child return to school?
In most cases your child may return to school:
• When signs and symptoms are completely resolved
• When the student has been home, and without
symptoms of fever, vomiting, or diarrhea for 24 hours
• When the student is cleared by the school nurse prior to
returning to class
• Fever is gone for 24 hours without use of fever reducing
medications
The Washoe County School District follows the
recommendations of the Washoe County Health District
for the management of communicable disease.
Washoe County Health District Recommendations for the
Prevention and Control of Communicable Diseases
in Schools.
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Est. 1918

More than a century of independent practice.
Woodburn and Wedge is one of Nevada’s largest and oldest independent law
firms. Since 1918, Woodburn and Wedge’s attorneys have been serving Nevada
families, businesses and individuals. Woodburn and Wedge’s attorneys practice
in a variety of areas making the firm an excellent one-stop solution for all of
your legal needs.
As a Jessie Beck parent, faculty member or staff member, we invite you to
contact Scott Husbands to set up a free one hour consultation to determine
how Woodburn and Wedge can help address any issues or questions you might
have. Scott and his wife Angie are proud Jessie Beck parents. Scott is an
associate attorney at Woodburn and Wedge. His practice focuses on family law
and domestic relations with an additional focus on property transfers, estate and business planning.
To set up your consultation, please call Scott’s paralegal, Denise Lercari at 775-688-3032.

@NevadaFamilyLaw

www.battlebornfamilylaw.com

Sierra Plaza | 6100 Neil Road, Suite 500 | Reno, Nevada 89511-1149
775.688.3000
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Romeo “Ro” Lazzarone
775-673-4456
theLazzaroneGroup.com



Used Camera Drive!!

Do you have a digital camera taking up space in your tech drawer? Donate it (and any
available accessories) to support therapeutic photography classes for local students in need.
Each donation of a working, gently used digital camera will be entered into a
$100 Amazon Gift Card Drawing

C O M M E R C I A L & I N D U S T R I A L
H V A C D E S I G N - B U I L D

C O M M E R C I A L & I N D U S T R I A L
H V A C D E S I G N - B U I L D

M A

X M E C H V A C . C O M

Jessie Beck Elementary Contact info
www.washoecountyschools.org/beck
Absence Line: 689-2520
Donation Requirements: Functional point and shoot or DSLR, 12 MP or higher. Batteries,
cables, chargers and manuals are appreciated but not mandatory.
For questions and donation locations or pickup please contact Bridget Rosscup:
bridgetrosscup@gmail.com (775)240-0993 Thank you for supporting
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Principal: Erin Lane
email: elane@washoeschools.net
Secretar y: Marianne Norwich
email: mnorwich@washoeschools.net
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Your Northern Nevada Real Estate Team

Expertise

Energy

Excellence

Office: 775.525.1084
Email: info@reno-sierra.com
www.RenoSierraRealEstate.com

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

ryan kane
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j.d. drakulich

dulce drakulich

kirsten gardner

drew kachurak

the bear facts

