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Happy Fall! The PFA has been BUSY since the last newsletter. Following on the heels of
Ice Cream Social and Jog-a-thon, we celebrated Jessie Beck Elementary’s 60th Birthday and
the 37thAnnual Sensational Scarecrow Contest. Thank you to everyone who helped make
these events so terrific. Former Beck parents, Mark and Jinger Kalin, wowed the kids with
their magic show at the birthday assembly and the El Dorado helped out with
cupcakes. Thank you to Peggy Baker and all of our volunteers who baked and decorated the
famous Scarecrow cookies, donated pies, and staffed the Bake Shop; the Polon and Yossen
food trucks, Food Evolution and Fire on the Mountain pizza, respectively; and Nicole
Flowers at Reno Yard Greetings whose cute lawn signs greeted everyone in front of the
school during Scarecrow week. And thanks to everyone who helped out with the carnival
games, setting up and taking down the scarecrow displays, and the team of dads who drove
the steel support stakes into our rock-hard Nevada schoolyard (they did such a great job, it
took a truck with a winch to get the stakes out again!). It was a wonderful afternoon and we
had a terrific turnout of current and former students and families, past principals and staff.
And a special thank you to Lanny Hershenow for everything she did to make both these
events such a success. For those of you who haven’t yet met her, Lanny was the school
librarian here for more than 30 years and since her retirement she continues to volunteer
daily at Beck. She is a tireless champion of the school, the kids and the PFA, and though she
prefers to work behind the scenes, we want to highlight just how much work she put in to
making all the many parts of the 60th and Scarecrow happen. Brava, Lanny!
Have a Happy Halloween!
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Principal’s Pen
Happy October Jessie Beck Bears!
I hope you all had a restful and relaxing Fall Break! I cannot believe that the 1st Nine Weeks
of the school year are behind us! Thank you for a great opening and 1st quarter. I thoroughly
enjoyed seeing all the laughter and smiles at our Annual Scarecrow Contest and 60th
Anniversary Celebration too! It was so nice to see so many former students, families, staff and
principals. The attendance was wonderful and truly a reminder of how special Jessie Beck
Integer metus.
Elementary School is.

Lorem.

Thank you too, to all of our parent volunteers, our teachers and our PFA for making this
year’s Scarecrow Contest such a continued success! A special thanks to Mark and Jinger Kalin
who performed a special magic show for our students to celebrate our 60th and to the Kruegr
Family and the Eldorado for the beautiful cupcakes they baked for our staff and students to
byline
celebrate our 60th!
[Name]

As I am sure you are aware, the Reno Gazette Journal featured an article on the Nevada
Performance Framework earlier this month. I am very proud to share that Jessie Beck
received a 5 Star Rating for the second year in a row with an overall score of 95.5. Last year
we received a score of an 85, so we grew 10.5 points. This score is based on multiple factors
when our 3rd-6th grade students take the annual SBAC Summative Assessments every spring:
growth of our students in both Math and ELA, Academic Achievement in both Math and ELA,
Opportunity Gaps in ELA and Math, our ACCESS scores for our EL learners and finally
Student Engagement which encompasses Chronic Absenteeism. Chronic Absenteeism is an
area that I know we can improve on. We received a 7.5/10. The new attendance policy does
require students to make up assignments when students are absent so that the absences do
not count against our students.
I just want to say great job to all of our students on their SBAC and thank you for the
commitment, dedication and encouragement you provide to your child everyday! Continue to
have open communication with your teachers if you have any concerns with your child’s
progress and check Infinite Campus if you have questions about assignments. If you need
assistance logging in, you can always call our front office.
Finally, Digital Days have been in the media too. The District will no longer have contingency
days built in to the end of the school year in the event of a snow day or if for some reason
school is closed for the day. Your child will be responsible for completing the work that your
child’s teacher will provide to them either in the form of on-line assignments or in the form of
a work packet. Teachers will also be available twice throughout that day via email or Class
Dojo to assist students or to answer any questions you or your student(s) may have. More
detailed information will follow. We will be practicing our first “Digital Day” on or before
October 16th.
Happy Fall!
Ms. Lane
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SCARECROW CONTEST NEWS
The Scarecrow Contest was once again a great success. Thanks to everyone who
volunteered to work a game, booth, setup and cleanup. You are all wonderful. It was so
nice to see so many former principals, teachers, students and anyone else connected to
Jessie Beck past and present. We hope everyone enjoyed the Polon food truck and of
course the Fire on the Mountain Pizza is always a big hit. The day was a little warm, but
much better than rain or snow, as we have had a few times. Again, thanks to everyone
for making it a Sensationsal Scarecrow Contest once again! The Scare Crow Committee

Family Winners:

Classroom Winners:
Lanny's Choice - Library Love - Mrs. Boyce/Mrs. Fermoile’s Classes
Judge's Choice - 60 years of the Bear Facts - Mrs.Welch's Class
Most Original - Beck and Lanny - Mrs. Elliott's Class
Most Traditional - Fads from '58 - Ms. York's Class
Most Creative - Biggest Little School - Mrs. Hardt's Class
The Scariest - Dracula turns 60 - Mrs. Haygood's Class
The Wackiest - Hound Dogs - Ms Harper's Class
The Funniest - Beck Bears - Mrs. Yossen's Class
Principal’s Choice - 60 Years and Counting – Mrs. Lowden’s Class
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Counselor’s Comments
As the school counselor at Jessie Beck Elementary School, I interact with children in a variety
of ways. Some of my contact with children, such as providing classroom guidance or
facilitating small counseling groups, is quite structured and follows evidence-based counseling
curriculum. This year I will deliver guidance curriculum consisting of lessons about bullying,
kindness, career, and social skills; along with the Washoe County School District required
courses: Sexual Health and Reproductive Education (SHARE), Child Assault Prevention
(CAP), and Better Safe than Sorry. Through Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS), some
students receive small group counseling or other more formal interventions. For most
children, I am a part of the “school team” and support their academic and social/emotional
success by developing a rapport with them and consulting with teachers. Rapport building
may involve saying good morning, checking on them at recess, having lunch with them, or
spending a few moments with them in my office when they are having a challenging day. For
some parents it may be surprising to think of an adult at school other than a child’s teacher
having a relationship and rapport with their child. However, we are very lucky to have a full
time counselor position for when students need support inside and outside of the classroom
environment, allowing the teacher to continue instructional time with the whole class. If you
have questions or concerns, or believe that your child is in need of any additional support,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at redavis@washoeschools.net.
Thank you and take care,
Robyn Davis, Counselor
Jessie Beck Elementary School
redavis@washoeschools.net

Thanks to our wonderful friends at Ernest Packaging Solutions who delivered 30 bags full of
school supplies and snacks for Jessie Beck students on August 30. Teachers were able to pick
up pencils, crayons, folders, Fig Bars, glue, lunchboxes, pencil boxes, highlighters, Expo
markers, erasers, markers, colored pencils, Kleenex and more for their classrooms and for our
students in need! Thank you Katrena Kalleres for arranging this amazing donation, and
thank you to Ernest Packaging Solutions and to the Ernest employees who delivered the bags
– we are deeply grateful for your generosity!
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Journeys Outdoor School at Grizzly
Creek Ranch

EL ADOBE SCHOLARSHIPS

By Ryan Brock
In late September, the fifth grade
students of Jessie Beck attended the outdoor
school near Portola, California. This is the
eighth year our school has been able to offer
this experience to every fifth grader, thanks
grants totaling over $22,000, making this trip
free for every student.
The four-day, three-night learning
experience focused on the sciences. During
the days, learning experiences focused on
forest ecology, pond ecology, geology, archery,
and a challenge course. After dinner, a night
experience took place as well. The first night
was the night hike. This hike focused on
echolocation and triboluminescence, the
optical phenomenon in which light is
generated through the breaking of chemical
bonds. Students got to rub quartz together or
chew Wintergreen mints to experience it.
The night hike also took place without
flashlights, which allowed our eyes to adjust
to the half-moon. Students actually had
“moon shadows”. Other nights focused on
animal adaptions as well as a science
extravaganza of activities.
So much was learned by students.
Upon returning, students are now writing
newsletters of their experiences, focusing on
how he or she grew or matured as an
individual, connections to the natural world
that were made, and discussing some of the
many scientific concepts learned. These
newsletters will actually become the primary
source of the grant report, hopefully helping
next year’s 5th graders to obtain funding once
again. I’d like to give a big shout out to the
Support Wildlife license plates that our state
has, as the Nevada Wildlife Record Book
Foundation who manages these plates was
responsible for the majority of the funding
the past EIGHT years!
5

Thanks to all of you who support “Jessie Beck
Night” at El Adobe Restaurant (55 W. Arroyo
Street) and the Natalia Berumen Scholarship
Fund. Natalia was a Jessie Beck student who
passed away in August of 2013.
In her memory, her family donates 25% of
their restaurant’s proceeds from the first
Tuesday of each month to the scholarship
fund. All high school seniors who are Jessie
Beck graduates may apply.

Print Opt-Out:
For those of you who do just fine reading the
emailed digital version and don’t want a hard
copy, you can opt out by
emailing beckpfa@gmail.com.
Please put “Paper Opt-Out” in the subject line
and in the email body: your name, your
child(s) name and their teacher(s).
Save a tree!

Dates to Remember
October 19th………... .Conferences – Early Release
October 19th ………………………….. Box Tops Due
October 23 ……………………….. Picture Re-Takes
October 22-25………. Conferences – Early Release
October 26th …..……..…...Nevada Day - No School
1900 Sharon Way, Reno, NV 89509
Phone: 689-2520 Fax: 689-2598
www.washoecountyschools.org/beck
Absence Line: 689-2520
Principal: Erin Lane
email: elane@washoeschools.net
Secretary: Marianne Norwich
email: mnorwich@washoeschools.net
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Jessie Beck PFA Newsletter Pricing Sheet
2018-2019
Make checks payable to:
Jessie Beck PFA 1900
Sharon Way
Reno, NV 89509

Full page - $200
1/2 page - $100
1/4 page - $50
Business card size - $25

Prices are per newsletter
10% discount for school
year commitment

Colby Ballingham
Sales Executive
Employee Benefits
6160 Plumas Street Suite
#100
Reno, NV 89519
cballingham@alpine-insurance.com
775-829-2345 ext 143
775-233-0035 cell
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