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PFA News
PFA’s 2018-2019 Slate of Officers is approved!
Thank you and congratulations to next year’s
leadership:
Co-Presidents: Nancy Inouye and Jill Barlow
Co-Vice Presidents: Ro Lazzarone and Colby Ballingham
Treasurer: Lindsay Anderson
Assistant Treasurer: Rachel Comstock
Secretary: Anna Thornley

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!!
First, a big Thank You to our outgoing officers: Co-Presidents Liz High and Sam Hardt; Secretary
Elona Skadberg. We appreciate your time, energy, and dedication to Jessie Beck!
The PFA also thanks outgoing Fund the Arts chairs, Michon Colovich and Erin Wilday, who, with Ali
Ball, have brought this fundraiser to unprecedented heights of fun, elegance, and financial success. Under their
three-year stewardship, the Art Auction has more than doubled revenues, enabling the PFA to increase its
purchases of greatly needed technology, equipment, and much more for our school. We are pleased to say that
Ali is assuming leadership of next year’s Fund the Arts and is already hard at work. Go, Ali! If you are
interested in joining the team, please contact her.
Speaking of getting more involved…if you’d like to help out with the exciting activities planned for Jessie Beck in
the next school year (and over the summer), please check out the We Need YOU! section on page 3, especially
the Garden which will need a little loving to help it survive and thrive until August.
Only five weeks left and so much to do! Upcoming events include: the remaining Beck school soccer games (May
4, 9, 18 at noon); the Strolling Art Show at lunchtime May 9; Teacher Appreciation Week May 14-18;
Science Family/STEAM Night 5:30-7:30pm May 17; 5th Grade Concert 2:15pm May 18; 4th Grade Concert
2:15pm May 25; 6th Grade Band/Strings/Choir 10:30am May 30; Ice Cream Social 6:00-7:30 pm May 30;
Field Day 9:00-11:00am June 6; and the 6th Grade Party June 7.
Finally, thank you to our new school principal, Erin Lane, who is completing her first year at Beck with flying
colors, and to all of you for your generous and enthusiastic support for the many PFA activities and fundraising
efforts! The combined efforts, big and small, of everyone, teachers, staff, students, families, and friends, are
what make Jessie Beck Elementary School such a special place. Congratulations for a terrific year!

Your 2017-2018 The Bear Facts editors,
Jill Barlow and Nancy Inouye
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Principal’s Pen
Happy May Jessie Beck Families!
We are getting very close to the end of the school year and what a wonderful school year it has
been! I look forward to our upcoming Strolling Art Show on Wednesday, May 9th. I know the
students and staff have been working hard on their pieces for your enjoyment!
Our Jessie Beck Soccer Team continues to shine! We are currently 3-0 in the league and our
Integer
metus.
team looks great out on the field! It has been great to see all the parents
cheering
their
students on!

Lorem.

We are in the height of SBAC testing for our 3rd-6th graders. I am very proud of all of our
students. They are working hard, taking their time and persevering through all! As I have
shared in previous newsletters, these tests do measure 60% of our total Nevada School
byline
Performance Framework which is out of 100 points.
[Name]

Attendance is another significant measure. The Nevada School Performance Framework also
looks at attendance and chronic absenteeism. The District will be implementing a new
attendance policy next year that will truly hold students accountable for make-up work
completion when they are absent for any reason. Medical reasons (more than a week) will also
require an excuse note from a health care professional.
More information regarding the new attendance policy will be forthcoming.
Finally, Spring MAP testing is in full swing too! We also have many year end field trips to look
forward to and our year end 6th grade Party is coming soon! Yearbooks will be coming out and
don’t forget, Monday June 11th is our last day of school!
Have a wonderful and restful summer! We will see you all back on Monday, August 6th!
Ms. Lane
More from the PFA:

Teacher Appreciation Week is coming up May 14-18.... Please join us in supporting our
amazing Jessie Beck Staff .... The Hospitality Crew will serve food to our staff on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday (5/14, 5/16, 5/18). If you would like to join the Crew and get in on the food
fun, you can email Jenn Ferguson at starnine@gmail.com. We will be showing our thanks in many
ways, and would like to encourage our parents and students to do the same. Writing a note or picking a
spring flower are easy ways to show our teachers we’re thankful for all they do!
ICE CREAM SOCIAL 6:00-7:30pm May 30th
Please join us for this fun PFA event! We’ll have free ice cream sundaes and cookies to eat, plus games
like the Cupcake Walk, bingo, and the Share the Wealth raffle. Cupcake walk and bingo tickets are 25
cents each; Share the Wealth tickets are $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. We’ll eat, drink and make merry!
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Library News

We need YOU!
!!
Volunteers needed for:
Hearts & Spades Garden (Summer 2018): one
family needed for each week of summer to water,
weed, etc. This is a fun family activity and really
doesn’t require much of a green thumb. Contact
Mandy Colbert via the PFA volunteer page on
jessiebeckpfa.com.
Scarecrow Festival (August-September 2018):
subcommittee chairs needed for Pumpkin Cookie
Committee; Bake Shop; Coloring Contest; General
Planning; and Volunteer Coordinator
PFA Newsletter (all year): Layout
PFA Newsletter Spanish translators (all year
or as available):
Science Education (all year): Coordinator to
work with classroom teachers and volunteers
Science Committee (Spring or Fall): Chair to
plan next year's Science Fair or S.T.E.A.M. Night
Jump-a-thon (Spring 2019): Chair
For more information or to volunteer, please see
the Volunteers page of jessiebeckpfa.com or email
Lanny Hershenow at
lhershenow@washoeschools.net

Our Reading Week, READING IS A VOYAGE, was
held March 5-9. The highlight was children’s author
and illustrator Kelly Bennett. Ms. Bennett shared her
writing expertise with our students and encouraged
them to write their own stories. We appreciate her
traveling all the way from New York City to visit us.
As we begin the month of May, it is time to start
thinking about the end of the year when all Library
books are due. Because the Library is being used as
an SBAC testing site, it is closed until mid-May.
Please help your student keep his/her books in a safe
place until the Library is open again. All Library
books will be due May 25 and all lost book fines
need to be taken care of before June 11. Please email me if your child is missing a library book.
Thank you PFA for your continued support of the
Library. It has enabled me to purchase new books,
fund the AR program, pay for an author visit, and
purchase new technology which will help our children
become successful readers. That is a skill that will
last a lifetime!

EL ADOBE SCHOLARSHIPS

Just a reminder, our annual Strolling Art Show is
scheduled for Wednesday May 9th. Families are
invited to come during normal lunch periods (11:30
Grades 4-6; 12:00pm Grades K-3) to enjoy art
created by every student in every class. Feel free to
bring food and a blanket for a lunch on the green with
our children. It's a visual delight for all to enjoy!

Thanks to all of you who support “Jessie Beck
Night” at El Adobe Restaurant (55 W. Arroyo
Street), the Natalia Berumen Scholarship Fund
will give cash awards to seven college-bound
students this year! Natalia was a Jessie Beck
student who passed away in August of 2013. In
her memory, her family donates 25% of their
restaurant’s proceeds from the first Tuesday of
each month to the scholarship fund. All high
school seniors who are Jessie Beck graduates may
apply.

Congratulations to this year’s winners!

Mrs. Cox,
Librarian

ART TO GROW

This truly has been an AMAZING year. I would like to
extend a very special thank you to all our teachers and
volunteer art instructors for their time, effort,
creativity, patience and endless desire to teach art.
You are an inspiration to us all.
Best wishes to all of you for a great rest of the school

year and a wonderful summer break.
Robin Heywood
Jessie Beck Art Coordinator

Student Name

Current High School

College Attending

Benjamin Nebesky
Madison Priest
Autumn Thaxton
Maile Norton
Zerenea Matos
Kaitlyn Quinlan
Ashley Milliken

Reno
Reno
Wooster
Damonte Ranch
Reno
Reno
Academy of Arts and Careers and Tech

UNR
UNR
UNR
Brigham Young –University -Hawaii
UNR
UNR
UNR
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Counselor’s Comments
Hello Jessie Beck families!
Recently I have had a number of opportunities to talk to students at Jessie Beck about their social
media use. I’ve reminded students that once anything is posted to social media or on the internet, we
can no longer control whose hands that material may get into or what might be done with personal
information, comments, or pictures.
I believe that creating a context in which parents consistently monitor and initiate conversations about
online activities is both very demanding and incredibly important. While we are often reminded about
homework, sports practices, and meals – by our kids and in other ways – social media and kids’
internet use frequently takes a quiet backseat to the many other things in our lives. However, parents
monitoring internet and social media use is critical to protecting kids from cyber bullying, excessive
time online, and adult content. Parents can keep kids safe by continually checking in, setting
boundaries, and visually inspecting what they are up to online, including the games they are playing,
websites they are visiting, and their technology-based conversations.
Parents can find many articles online about this topic. These articles are a good start:
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/mental-wealth/201703/why-social-media-is-not-smartmiddle-school-kids
https://www.parenting.com/gallery/social-media-monitoring-kids?page=3
I would be so happy to continue this essential discussion with parents or students any time. Take care
and I’ll see you soon,
Robyn Davis, Counselor
Jessie Beck Elementary School
redavis@washoeschools.net
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Reading Bites

Technology Tips

Summer is on the way! There are several things you
can you do at home to plan for a literacy-filled and
FUN summer!

Education Apps are a great way to keep your children
engaged and having fun while outside the classroom.
Here are some free ones your family can enjoy!

READ EVERY DAY

•

Continue to read with your child EVERY DAY.
Reading is the perfect activity after a long day in the
sun, or a great way to start your day with a calm
activity that is not screen-based. Remember, the
more we read with our children, the better readers
they will become.

•

TALK WITH YOUR CHILD EVERY DAY
It sounds silly, but I mean it! Put down your phone
or device and dedicate quality conversation time
with your child every day. Encourage them to
answer you using complete sentences, and be a good
role model. Talk about anything and everything,
from the texture and smell of the failed baking
experiment to how the sand at the beach feels under
their toes! Oral language is the basis to all literacy,
and our children need practice building vocabulary,
using descriptive language, and engaging in rules of
conversation through their favorite role model: YOU.

•

Sed

•

Ipsum Augue?

START A JOURNAL
A summer journal is a simple way to keep the
writing going! Make it FUN, not a chore. Don’t worry
about correcting your child’s spelling or grammar;
instead, focus on the CONTENT of the journal.
Write notes back and forth including summer
memories, funny anecdotes, and even deep thoughts.
Make it a written conversation: Your child writes
and you respond with a reaction, a personal
connection, and a question. You and your child will
end the summer with a precious document of
memories AND stronger writing skills!
Enjoy your summer time together as a family.
Remember that literacy is all around us every day!
Make a conscious effort to include it in your family
culture.

•

•

Science360 – The National Science Foundation’s
Science360 app is a great resource for
engineering news, images, and videos. All
content is either produced or endorsed by the
NSF and new content is added every week. Ages
12 and up. For Android and iPad.
NASA Visualization Explorer – This app updates
with information about the Earth, the sun, and
the universe. It uses amazing images and
animations to help students learn the
information. Ages 7 and up. For iPhone, iPad
and iPod Touch.
Vocabulary Spelling City – Fun and entertaining
spelling games and quizzes. You can upload a
customized word list for weekly spelling words.
Ages 6 and up. For Android, iPhone, iPad and
iPod Touch.
Todo Math – 10 to 15 minute practice drills and
daily math activities designed for young
learners. This app has won multiple awards,
including a Parent’s Choice Gold Award. Ages 5
and up. For Android, iPhone, iPad, and iPod
Touch.
Thinking Blocks Multiplication – Helps visual
learners work through the multiplication
process. This app helps to improve rote
memorization to help students with their speed
and accuracy. For ages 7 and up. For iPad.
Grammaropolis – This app is a fun and engaging
way to learn about grammar. Grammaropolis
has won the National Parenting Center Seal of
Approval and a Parent’s Choice Approved
Award. For ages 7 and up. For Android, iPhone,
iPad, and iPod Touch.

There are TONS of apps available for educational games
that are fun and engaging. The website
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ is an amazing
resource for child appropriate media.

Dana Hardt
K/1st Two-Way Immersion (English) & Learning
Strategist
Jessie Beck Elementary
775-689-2520

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at
Nnorwich@washoeschools.net.

Nicole Norwich,
Educational Technologies Specialist

blog: www.teachingforbiliteracy.com “How I Fit In”
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Jessie Beck Soccer
News

Science News
SCIENCE FAMILY/STEAM NIGHT

On 4/13, Jessie Beck beat Hunsberger 8-1
as Evan Kalleres had a hat trick. Brady
Hilden and Harvey Smerdon each scored
2 goals and Luis Santos chipped in with 1
goal.
On 4/20, Jessie Beck beat Florence Drake
1-0 as Martin Brito scored the lone goal
of the game.
Mr. Newman, 6th Grade TWI

Upcoming Schedule:
May 4th home vs Lemelson STEM Academy
May 9th at Bernice Mathews
May 18th home vs Westergard

All games are at noon
Jessie Beck Elementary
1900 Sharon Way, Reno, NV 89509
Phone: 689-2520 Fax: 689-2598
www.washoecountyschools.org/beck

We are holding a Science Family Night on May
17th from 5:30-7:30p.m. Sierra Nevada Journeys and
the Beck staff will be facilitating STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) activities in
the classrooms. Students will have a "passport" to
earn stamps when completing activities for prizes. In
the cafeteria, we will be selling slices of pizza, water,
and cookies. If you’ve pre-ordered a Science Night tshirt, it will be available for pick-up and decoration at
the event.
Science Night Committee Chairs,
Erica Elliott and Suzy Champagne

Boxtops
The following teachers’ classes had over 100 boxtops for
quarter 3 and received 5 Bear Paws:
1st grade- Conden, Lowden, Yossen
2nd grade- Haygood
3rd grade- Harper, Champagne
4th grade- Elliot
The winner for third quarter was Ms. Conden’s class with
201 boxtops!
Our total boxtops clipped was 1495 for the 3rd quarter. The
last day to turn in boxtops is May 30th! Keep on clipping.
Thanks so much,
Andrea Bertrand and Jennifer Dahlen
Boxtop Coordinators

Absence Line: 689-2520
Principal: Erin Lane
email: elane@washoeschools.net
Secretary: Marianne Norwich
email: mnorwich@washoeschools.net

Dates To Remember
May 9th…………………………..Strolling Art Show
May 17 ………………………………. STEAM Night
May 18th ……………...…….2:15 5th Grade Concert
May 25th ……………………2:15 4th Grade Concert
May 25th ………………..…..All Library Books Due
May 30th ....10:30 a.m. 6th grade Band, Strings & Choir
May 30th …………………...…...…Ice Cream Social
June 5th …………………………..…El Adobe Night
June 6th ……....…..…Field Day; No Early Release
June 11th………..………Last Day of School - 12:50
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